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IN TI-- IS ISSUE... 
Dear Sword Readers, 
There's been some concern over the editorial board's presi-
dential candidate endorsement in last month's issue. 
The majority of the editorial board happened to think 
President-Elect Barack Obama was the better choice. 
One anonymous student vowed to discontinue reading The 
Sword until the "hack journalism ceases." The fact that members 
of the editorial board agree candidate X is the better choice in a 
clearly-labeled opinion section is apparently grounds hack journal-
ism. 
We certainly read anonymous letters, but we won't publish 
them. 
Others were befuddled that we endorsed anyone because 
Concordia University has a non-profit status. We're tax-exempt. 
But The Sword is not an official voice of the university ad-
ministration. President Holst occasionally writes letter to the read-
ers (you can find his Thanksgiving blessing in the opinion section). 
It would be a much different scenario if the President were to ad-
dress to the campus community about whom we should all vote 
for, or if the advancement office were to send out some kind of 
endorsement within an annual fund appeal letter. 
The Sword staff didn't violate the non-profit status of the 
University. 
Still, the debate continues about whether staff members of 
a newspaper have any place in openly supporting leaders for a com-
munity. First of all, there is a clear distinction between opinion 
and the news sections. The endorsement was in the opinion sec-
tion, and the leaders of a newspaper staff have as much a right to 
voice their opinion as any. 
Do we really need more people telling a constituency how 
to vote? I'm sure we're all feeling a bit of fatigue. It's been a long, 
grueling campaign. Newspaper editors all of the country (includ-
ing many universities and colleges) have been endorsing candidates 
for years—this year was no exception. 
In some ways, our endorsement was more of an education-
al process than anything. It's a major component to a newspaper. 
This is our chance to try our hand at it. 
In this issue, you'll find quite a few editorials (none of them 
have to do with the election. Many thanks to the print journalism 
class for their contributions. If you happen to agree or disagree 
with any of them, feel free to write a letter to me at sword@csp. 
edu . 
Tim Sailer 
Editor-in-Chief, The Sword 
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NEWS 	 3 
Concordia Revitalizes Underutilized Union as Art Center 
By Emmy Maschke 
Students used to be able to dine and study around the fireplace in the Union. 
It is now being remodeled for the Art Department. 
The Student Union will receive a fresh look to transform the area into art 
classrooms. Within the next few months, all three tiers of the Student Union 
will undergo remodeling. Many of 
the art classrooms will be moved 
to Union Station in spring 2009. 
"The art program expressed a 
strong desire to begin offering 
classes spring 2009," said Jason 
Rahn, Associate Vice President 
for Student Life. The photogra-
phy studio and faculty offices will 
be moved to the Union Tunnel. 
Tier One will be for gallery space, 
Tier Two will house painting and 
drawing studios and Tier Three 
will be for printmaking. The clay 
will remain in the Lutheran Me-
morial Center. 
Art Department chair Keith 
Williams believes the students 
will benefit from the relocation of 
the art gallery and student activi-
ties. "Locating many of our art 
programs into the most architec-
turally unique buildings on cam-
pus is a boon for our traditional 
programs," said Williams. "With 
student activities being relocated 
into spaces much closer to student 
housing and dining, both educa-
tion and campus life benefit from 
taking advar _age of this rare op-
portunity." 
Student Seliate was mcluded in 
the conversation about the Student Union. "They agreed with the 
lack of use in the union and that the union space would better serve 
as a unified center for the art program. Everyone saw this as a 
win-win concept," said Rahn. Some remodeling has already taken 
place at Union Station but will operate as normal until a dining hall 
renovation can be defined. The plan is to merge union station with 
the dining hall in a renovation. 
"The expedited time line occurred after Student Senate decided to 
move offices to the RLC," said Rahn. 
The project is being built with university maintenance staff and is 
financed from the university capital project funds. 
As the Residence Life Center was completed Rahn, believes there 
is a new purpose for the Student Union. "With the changes that 
have come through campus growth, the student union no longer 
fulfills its intended role as the hub of student activity," said Rahn. 
Other student groups and services affected by the Union remod-
eling are grant-funded programs located in the Tunnel. The Bear 
Den fitness center will move to Luther Tunnel, Union game room 
will relocate to the Dining Hall Tunnel to be vacated by the Print-
, making studio. And Student mail boxes in the Union will be moved 
to the Tier Zero. The Sword office will relocate to Luther Tunnel. 
Student Body President Colby Reinking believes all Concordia 
students will be well served by the new project. "As the project 
progresses, ideally, so will that sense of community and oneness 
on campus. I think that the upcoming years are going to be a very 
exciting time for Concordia University and we will see our campus 
improve immensely," said Reinking. 
With the addition of the new student public spaces in the RLC 
and Cross of Christ Center main and lower levels, the long term 
shift of student union spaces to the tunnel, this move supports the 
needs and activities of the student life. 
A view from Tier 2 - construction for art gallery space is well underway. Photo by Andrew. Smith 
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Sandra Benitez signs one of her novels and talks with a reader. 
N 	EWS 
Benitez Speaks in Heginbotham 'Possibilities" Lecture Series 
By Laureen Berlin-Burns 
Photo by Tim Sailer 
Sandra Benitez tells stories 
during her "Possibilities" lecture. 
On Tuesday, Oct. 28, Concordia was 
honored by the presence of author San-
dra Benitez, best known for her novel 
The Weight of all Things, read by many 
Concordia students this semester, as 
well as Bitter Grounds, Night of the Rad-
ishes, A Place Where the Sea Remembers 
and her memoir, Bag Lady. 
Benitez's visit was part of the "Hegin-
botham Possibilities Lecture Series" 
and her words focused on just that: the 
many possibilities that await us as writ-
ers. 
The lecture revolved around a simple 
request: Tell me a story. According to 
Benitez, that phrase. is "...one of the 
most beguiling sentences." 
For Benitez, story-telling is an intri-
cate part of her bi-cultural life, though 
she has not always been aware of it. 
In El Salvador, where Benitez spent 
the first part of her life, she would hand 
write letters for the workers of her par-
ents' house. She heard many stories, 
and later noted how much they affected 
her—how everyone we meet affects 
us. Their stories intermingle with ours. 
For Benitez, even her twin sister, who 
died shortly after birth, played a deep 
impact on her. 
Benitez later moved to Missouri, and 
her experience there would play a role 
in her future novels. Initially, she did 
not want to leave El Salvador. Missouri 
was "not even close to the edges [ocean] 
so that she might escape." 
But the new home also held oppor-
tunities. She had many "possibilities," 
such as being the first female altar boy 
in Missouri, a funny anecdote that she 
shared with the audience. 
For Benitez, the worlds of fiction and 
real life easily overlap. She told listen-
ers, "We are people living inside our 
own story." Benitez encouraged writ-
ers to search within themselves, finding 
the stories that have already been "left 
on our hearts." 
Benitez's experiences can also serve as 
guidance for young writers. She shared 
with the her attempts to publish her 
first book. After being invited to the 
Bread Loaf Writer Conference to have 
her book reviewed, she believed success 
was within view. However, her sense 
of accomplishment was crushed as a 
published author reviewed her book. 
She told the audience "...his comment  
began, 'Well I have to tell you that I 
read your book.' Then he used a word 
that starts with 's' and is flushable." 
Despite her first novel was "hidden 
under the bed," Benitez continued to 
write. It took her thirteen years to be 
published. She is now a very success-
ful author. 
However, Benitez instructed her audi-
ence to tell themselves, "Even though 
it takes me a long time, even though 
there will be hardships – mountains to 
climb. I can do this." Benitez also en-
couraged the writers in the audience: 
"Don't ever fear the re-writing process,  
that is where you will get your mate-
rial." 
Benitez's wisdom was not only for 
writers. With an amazing and engag-
ing energy, she told the audience that 
"I see 'possibilities' as things that are 
possible, likely, probable, that will prob-
ably happen." The author encouraged 
listeners to see possibilities in all things, 
whether good or bad. In Benitez's own 
words, we must have "the courage to be 
– to be who we are. We need to look at 
all our possibilities, our opportunities." 
Spring Courses You Should Know About (perhaps even register to take) 
by Rachel Kuhnle 
As spring registration nears, professors 
are in the detail stages of organizing new 
classes to be offered in the new semester of 
the New Year! Some are upper level class-
es, others will satisfy general education re-
quirements and still others will make fun 
electives. 
A Tai Chi class will be offered 
through the Theatre Department for 
the first time. Combining meditation 
and physicality through focus, breath 
control, and smooth, controlled 
movement, Tai Chi is a Chinese prac-
tice intended to increase the chi, or 
life energy, of an individual. Open to 
all students, the one-credit class will 
meet Tuesdays from 8-8:50 a.m. 
Pilates will be offered for the first half 
of next semester on Tuesday and Thurs-
days from 6 – 6:50 p.m. The class is one 
credit. Contact Sarah Halder with any 
questions: halders@csp.edu  
The Music Department will offer a new 
general education class to satisfy the 
fine arts requirement. Global & Popu- 
lar Music: Listening to Life, for 2 cred-
its, will meet Mondays and Wednesdays 
from 1-1:50 p.m. It will focus on impor-
tant and popular folk, art, and contem-
porary music from around the world 
and how it conveys human emotions, 
thoughts, and ideals. The instructor is 
Tim O'Brien, a musicology student and 
adjunct professor at the University of 
Minnesota. 
The Theology Department will offer 
a two-credit The Gospel According to 
Mark class. Lead by Dr. Mark Schuler, 
the class will take " ...an in-depth look 
at the gospel, its theology, and its focus 
on the passion of Jesus. Classes will 
meet Mondays and Wednesdays from 
2-2:50 p.m. 
The History Department will now offer 
an International Studies Minor. For 
- 20-24 credits, the minor puts an em-
phasis on studying abroad and working 
close with HECUA—a Saint Paul orga-
nization of 20 liberal arts colleges, uni-
versities, and associations that promotes 
local and global study. For more info, 
contact History Dept. Chair Dr. David 
Woodard at woodard@csp.edu . 
The Theatre Department will also offer 
a Women in Theatre course, instructed 
by Kay Robinson, meeting Fridays form 
12-1:50 p.m., One Person Show course 
with Mark Rosenwinkel Tuesdays from 
10-10:50 a.m., and Scenic Arts, a sce-
nic painting course with Dr. James 
Seemann will meet Mondays from 12-
12:50 p.m. 
The 2008-2009 Student Senate Exect Board: (from left to right) Katie Benke, 
Carl Wendorff, Annie Pitschka, Joy Sewing and Colby Reinking. 
NEWS 
What is Student Senate? 
By David Her 
Do you know about Student Senate and its purpose? 
Freshmen Ijaabo Ali, Troy DuBay' and Logan 
Bouts answered, "Yes," noting that it's like stu-
dent council in high school. Junior Stacy Rehwaldt 
agreed. 
Sophomores Ka Vue and Will Robinson each said 
it deals with campus policies. 
"No. I don't know about Student Senate. Can you 
tell me?" asked sophomore Pa Houa Yang. 
Senior Jake Mueller said, "Student Senate is a 
group of students that get together and they help 
make decisions about concerns on campus." 
Finally junior and former Student Senator Adam 
Ave-Lallemant said easily, "I was on Student Sen-
ate for the past two years. We made decisions for 
student interests." 
In conjunction with Ave-
Lallemant, Colby Reink-
ing, Student Senate execu-
tive board president said, 
"The main goal is to make 
campus life better for the 
student body, which also 
includes commuters and 
cohorts." 
Annie Pitschka, vice 
president of public affairs, 
added, "It's a student led 
government that's put in 
place to be the voice of the 
student body, to commu-
nicate the student body's 
wants and needs." 
Student Senate consists 
of 20 Student Senators and 
five Student Senate Execu-
tive Board members. Stu-
dent Senators are divided by area on campus. 
As a senator, Justin Pinotti serves on the Student 
Union Board of Governors. His constituencies 
are the first floor of the Residence Life Center 
and the Student Union. "I talk to people around 
and see if they need anything done differently 
around campus. We're in charge of figuring out 
stuff to with the Student Union." 
Student Senate much is like a department on 
campus. It receives funding from the university. 
"Student Senate receives an allocated budget 
from Concordia. Money goes to student activi-
ties, clubs and organizations on campus. And we 
help fund CAB. We pay for things like the Bear 
Den, Student Union needs, and possibly in the 
future, bike racks," said Pitschka. 
They provide ideas and suggestions to make the 
student body better. For example, during the Senate 
meeting on Monday, Nov. 3, 2008, the topic of the 
night was information awareness from Dr. Miriam 
Luebke. They suggested on efficient ways to make 
students, including on-campus, commuters and co-
horts more aware of activities and information on 
campus. 
Another agenda item was a proposal, which any-
one may do. In fact, Josh Stebbins proposed a $75 
donation allotted from Student Senate to the Hun-
ger Banquet project being undertaken by Professor 
Basma DeVries's Intercultural Communications 
class. All the senators have the power to vote. The 19 
senators present were "all in favor." 
"If you have someone who has an issue on cam-
pus, it's good to invite people to come to meetings," 
said Reinking, "Every Monday is a Senate meeting 
in the RLC at 8:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m., and it's open 
to everyone." 
Photos by Andrew Smith 
Franken Coleman 
Senate Race Recount 
By Nate Leckband 
Following the November 4 elections, the senate race in 
Minnesota between incumbent Norm Coleman and chal-
lenger Al Franken was so close that it qualifies for an au-
tomatic recount. State law requires that any race where the 
winner's margin is less than one-half of a percent must be 
automatically recounted. 
In the case of the senate race between Coleman and Fran-
ken, with nearly 2.9 million ballots cast Coleman's lead over 
Franken was only 238 votes—well within the margin of '/2 
a percent. 
Now, every ballot cast in the Coleman – Franken race 
will be recounted by hand—no small task with almost three 
million votes cast. Each ballot will be looked at by as many 
as four people with representatives from Franken, Coleman 
and possibly Dean Barkley. 
The recount will occur in mid-November and will take 
place at the county level rather than at a centralized state 
location. Officials estimate the recount could cost as much 
as $90,000. 
From the Student Senate 
COnstituion 
SECTION 3: The powers and authorities of the Student Senate shall be: 
1. To make recommendations concerning all areas of student life to the Administration, 
the Academic Policies Committee, Student Policies Committee, or any other University 
committee. 
2. To have jurisdiction in all areas of student life in which control has been granted 
through consultation with the Administration. 
3. To have jurisdiction in all areas of student life in which control has been granted 
through consultation with the Faculty Senate. 
4. To have general jurisdiction over any council, committee, or member of the Student 
Association. 
5. To delegate any of its power to any council, committee, or member of the Student As-
sociation. 
Committees: Student Union Board of Governors (SUBOG), The Residence Life Commit-
tee is a Student Senate Committee, Food Service Committee, Health and Wellness Com-
mittee, Technology Appeals Committee, and Fact Finding Committee (FFC). 
SPORTS 
Intramural Football Season 
Comes To a Close 
By Andy Wyss 
The victorious intramural football team. 	 Photo by Andrew Smith 
Top Row: Joseph "Slim" Amundson, Tre Sayles, Adam LeMay, Andy Wyss, Andrew 
Chausse and Kevin Koglin. Bottom Row: Britt Bickert, Brian Kohlman, Jayme Wyss 
The Concordia University intramural football season is now complete. 
On Sunday Oct. 19, four teams competed in the playoff finals to deter-
mine the overall champion. The final game pitted the undefeated "Track-
stars" against the increasingly dominant "Why So Serious?" team. 
The game was rough and featured several heated arguments, but in the 
end only one team could be crowned the 2008 CU Intramural Football 
champs. The score remained tight until the final five minutes of play, 
when the undefeated "Trackstars" pulled ahead to win the title. 
The winning team consists of captain Andy Wyss, fellow senior Tre 
Sayles; juniors Adam LeMay and Brian Kohlman; sophomores Kevin 
Koglin, Britt Bickert and Andy Chaussee; DCE Intern Jayme Wyss; and 
alumni Joseph "Slim" Amundson. 
The next intramural sport will be indoor soccer. For more informa-
tion on other intramural sports, stop by the front desk of the Gangelhoff 
Center, or contact Adam Myers (myersa@csp.edu ). 
Women's Soccer Faced 
Tough Season 
By Andrew Chaussee 
The womens soccer team had a good season this year. Coach Joe Alianiello said they knew it was going to be a tough 
season. There were a few new teams that were added to the conference that increased the competition. 
A few players that stood out include Emily Weimelt, Keyton Wheelock, Whitney Leverington and captain Sam 
Voeller. Overall, Weimelt led the team in stats for the season. 
"[It's] a great team to work with," said Alianiello. They caught a few bad breaks that cost them the results they 
wanted. The team wanted to make it to the conference tournament. In the end, they were one win short— ending the 
season with a losing record. 
According to Coach Alianiello, it does not show the effort the girls put into the games. They always had close games 
and lost a few heartbreakers in overtime. Coach Alianiello feels that the team has a shot to be the team everyone wants 
to beat. The whole team showed great leadership skills and always played the game until the very last minute. They 
never gave up. 
Next year, the coach knows they will be a tougher team. After watching this season, Coach Alianiello knows they 




Record Lies Potential 
Growth and Development 
By Kevin Jose 
With one game remaining in the sea-
son, the Football team's record is 4-6. It 
is fair to say the team had its struggles 
this season. Still, the team remained te-
nacious. 
Out of the 148 Division II football 
teams, Concordia is ranked near the bot-
tom in the,turnover ratio. Over the course 
of the season, the team had 14 takeaways 
and 36 turnovers which amount to a -22 
turnover ratio. After 10 games, the team 
held an average of 3.3 turnovers a game 
The seniors on the squad really helped 
everyone gain experience from the rough 
season. They seniors led by example 
and everyone followed them. Because 
of their efforts, the team is brimming full 
with young potential. 
Mauer described the season as disap-
pointing only in regards to their record. 
He explained that it was very exciting to 
see the young team grow and mature as 
players. 
Mauer talked about how young the 
team is. Six offensive starters are redshirt 
freshman or true freshman. Most of 
the defense consists of sophomores and 
freshman. One good thing about this is 
that in the upcoming years our team will 
have experience, which has proved to be 
a key role among other teams. An exam-
ple would be with new to the conference 
Minnesota-Duluth which is made up of 
mostly seniors. They are ranked num-
ber two in the country at the Division II 
level. 
Mauer is extremely excited to see where 
this youth will take us in the upcoming 
years. 




By Kristi Heide 
With an impressive record of 25-1 
and a conference record of 16-0, the 
Golden Bears Volleyball team is prov-
ing to be a force to be reckoned with 
as it approaches the last three weeks of 
conference play. 
I had the opportunity this past week 
to talk to Coach Brady Starkey about 
his thoughts on the girls' impressive 
win loss record and other thoughts on 
the season thus far. 
This season marked Starkey's ninth 
year with the Golden Bears—three 
years as assistant coach and six as head 
coach. 
He started coaching at Minnetonka 
High School. There, he coached both 
varsity and junior varsity squads. Later 
on, he became the assistant coach at 
St.Thomas. He coached there for six 
years before finding his home at Con-
cordia. 
When asked about the team's overall 
progress this season, Starkey said that 
he is pleased with how the girls are do-
ing. He continued to comment on how 
they are progressing as the season has 
gone on. Still, he does not feel like they 
have peaked yet. 
Starkey is also pleased with how the 
girls are staying mentally focused and 
being humble. During practices, they 
work hard with healthy competition. 
Some of the matches they play in prac-
tice are harder than some of the match-
es that they have played this year. This 
is thanks to their overall depth. 
Starkey gauges the season by how 
hard the girls are working. "If you 
work hard in practice you work hard in 
matches. The winning will come if the 
team works hard," Starkey said. Based 
on the team's success so far, they seem 
to be doing just that. 
Starkey said his favorite part of coach-
ing is the relationship that he builds with 
the girls. Volleyball is such a small part 
of the girls' lives and he enjoys pushing 
them to be the best they can. 
As for postseason play, Coach Star-
key's reply was simple: "Your goal is to 
try and move on. All you can do is plan 
for one game at a time." 
Fall Golf Season Wrap-Up 
By Jessica Swenson and Andrew Chaussee 
Women's Golf Team 	 Photo Courtesy of CSP Athletics 
Fitness Myth 
SPORTS 
Workout of the Month: 
Skater Squats 
Women's Golf 
Being tied for first place in The 
Northern Sun Intercollegiate Confer-
ence, the Concordia University Girl's 
Golf Team can say that they ended 
their season well. Head Coach Matt 
Higgins said this season was the "most 
successful to date." 
The team won three out of the five 
tournaments that they participated in. 
The other two tournaments they re-
ceived third place. Coach Higgins ex-
pected the season to go this way and 
said there were "big improvements 
winning" compared to last season. 
When asked which players he 
thought stood out, he said, "All of 
them. Each individual excelled and 
stepped up to help improve the team as 
a whole." 
In the spring season, Kaytie Span-
gler, a transfer from Truman State Uni-
versity, will be a great addition to the 
team. Coach Higgins is expecting great 
things from her. Next year, Higgins is 
expecting the team to continue pushing 
themselves and to improve. 
Men's Golf 
Concordia University Men's Golf 
team is young and had a good season. 
The freshmen, Aron Duren, Joe Koyi-
ol, and Jeremy Tetrault, stepped up to 
help the team. Captain Nick Gallaway, 
along with Kyle Lewis, Jeremy Tetrault 
and Nick Jarret all stood out according 
to Head Coach Matt Higgins. 
Overall, the team has improved their 
stroke average. Matt Alford, a Concor-
dia University "Student-of-the-Week 
Athlete," ended his season with a ca-
reer best: finishing fourth. He shot a 
seventy-two and a seventy-six at their 
home invitation. 
For the spring season, Higgins said to 
look out for the seniors: Matt Alford, 
Scott Bullock, Nick Gallaway and 
Lance Meyer. 
Alford said, "We have a great team 
that is just getting better each year. 
Hopefully next year we will get some. 
strong players to make this team better 
than we already are." 
To do skater squats, 
make sure to start out 
with putting hands be-
hind the back or at the 
hips. Make sure to stand 
with feet shoulder-width 
apart. Now you are 
ready. 
Now, squat down slight-
ly by bending the knees. 
Make sure to keep your 
core and abs tight at 
all times. .As you ex-
hale, lift your right leg 
to the side as you bend 
the left knee to squat. 
Hold this for about three 
seconds—much like ice 
skating. 
After the three seconds, 
inhale and bring the right 
leg back to center. Make 
sure to keep legs bent, 
holding the squat posi-
tion. After this, straight-
en your legs and come 
out of the squat. Then 
repeat with the opposite 
side. 
This exercise works the 
glutes, hips, outer thighs 
and quads. It should 
only take about three to 
four minutes to do, and 
it is a great stability and 
balance exercise. 
Golden Bears Fall Short 
.During Pre-Season Opener 
By Kristi Heide 
On Sunday, Nov. 2 the women's basketball team played a pre-season opener 
against the University of Minnesota Golden Gophers. 
The Golden Bears played strong the first half but trailed 17-35 going into 
halftime. During the second half, Concordia outscored the Gophers 37-34. 
Still, the U of M proved to be too much for the Bears. The final score of the 
game was 54-69. 
The Gophers on Nov. 14 at 8 p.m. in the Williams Arena during the NABC 
classic hosted by the University of Minnesota. 
Myth: If you fail to exercise on a regular basis, there is no point 
to workout at all. 
The Facts: Just a moderate amount of activity has shown it 
can reduce the risk of heart disease and stroke. Best part is the "ex-
ercise" does not need to be strenuous. By simply taking a flight of 
stairs instead of an elevator, you are getting exercise through a daily 
activity. You don't need to do pushups or pull ups. Simple physical 
activity alone will greatly increase health and well-being. 
Marshall Avenue 
THE FUTURE OF CONCORDIA? 
Think of this project map as a "Wish List" for Concordia University St. Paul. 
The Student Union and Art Department changes are part of this project plan 
and are already underway. The list is not prioritized and does not necessarily 
mean that all of these projects will even happen. It all depends on funding, 




Site Plan - Masterplan 2010 
Residential 
Adrrtinistrative I Support 
Academic 
iouS. 
111111=1 Significant Adjacent Properties 
Ma.sterplan 2010 Projects 
Future Projects (2010+) 
Masterplan 2010 Projects: 
A 	Residence Hall - Phase I 
B Stadium 
C 	Arndt Science Building Addition 
D Acquisition of Adjacent Property -
Higher Ground Academy 
E 	Gangelhoff Addition 
F 	LMC Addition 
G Business School 
H Buenger Education Center Addition 
I 	Hamline Median 
Student Union Conversion to Art 
Studios or Addition to Art Building 
K Relocated Softball Field 
L 	Conversion of Martha and Mary Halls 
to the Oswold Hoffman School of 
Christian Outreach 
Future Projects (2010+) 
M 	Skyways 
N Parking Ramp 
0 	Acquisition of Residential Block and 
Conversion to Academics/ 
Administration Space 
P 	Aquisition of Adjacent Property and 
Conversion to Academic Space 
Q 	Student Dining Hall Addition 
R 	Sale of Dobberfuhl Hall 
S Residence Hall - Phase II 
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A Necessary `Evil'? 
Editorial by Tre Sayles 
Many job supervisors, corporate HR em-
ployees, high school teachers and college 
professors around the world are complaining 
about the problem of the social phenomena 
of Facebook in the classrooms. Facebook 
is the online social networking site that has 
quickly become a worldwide titan, popular 
not only with college students, but children, 
parents, grandparents and anyone else. 
Social networking mania has become a 
staple in college students' hobbies and cause 
for some procrastination. 
For college professors, Facebook is a 
headache. Some note that students never fo-
cus or procrastinate in school because of it. 
They assert that this is the only thing that 
some students think about and talk about—
students eat, breathe and live Facebook. 
At Concordia University, nearly all stu-
dents and professors bring their laptops to 
class—the whole campus is wireless and a 
majority of the work is turned in via email. 
PowerPoint is frequently used in lectures 
and other demonstrations. This makes it 
easier for students to bring their laptops to 
class and get distracted by emails, online 
games and Facebook. 
The problem for the staff and professors 
here at Concordia is, seeing that our cam-
pus is a technologically-centered university, 
most of our work is done online or on our 
computers. Of course, the professors all 
know what most of the students are "Face-
booking" and not paying attention. 
This becomes problematic for profes-
sors feeling belittled or disrespected. But is 
it really that big of an issue as long as the 
students are doing well in class and testing 
well? I think not. I feel that a majority of 
the students chronically use Facebook and it 
does not reflect on their grades. 
Facebook can serve as a solution for stress, 
boredom or taking a break from coursework. 
The website is useful for social and business 
networking, finding similar activist or politi-
cal groups, communicating with friends or 
even maintaining a long-distance relation-
ship. Facebook is the best online social net-
work—the optimal way to remain connected 
to virtually everyone we have ever met. 
Facebook is a way of us to own something 
that is ours. This is our Facebook profile 
and our information and we can put what 
we want on there not get judged for it or bi-
ased by it. But it is no longer like that. We 
are judged and biased by our pictures and 
our information, even if it is natural college 
stuff. Not only are we hassled and judged by 
corporations who want to somewhat control 
what we put on our sites, we are heckled by 
the NCAA, coaches, presidents of schools, 
etc. These people are constantly on Face-
book screening and viewing people's pro-
files and trying to say what is "internet ac-
ceptable" and what is not. 
A lot of college students do spend many 
hours day and night on Facebook, and are in 
class and not paying attention because they 
are on Facebook. We should be able to be-
cause we are adults after all, we do pay our 
tuition, so let us make our own choices to 
succeed or fail. I highly doubt that all of the 
millions of students on Facebook are failing 
school because of it. 
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Running on Empty 
The Sword is always on the lookout for editorials, let- 
ters, columns and cartoons to flesh out the opinion section. 
Please mail them to sword@csp.edu . Editorials are around 
500 words. Letters to the editor are 50-150 words. 
Submission doesn't gurantee publication. All entries may 
be subject to editing for length and clarity. 
The Struggle of American Automobiles 
and the Future of Energy-efficient Cars 
Editorial by Andy Wyss 
American car companies are left in the dust. With rising gas pric-
es, consumers are searching for answers. Unsurprisingly, nearly all 
the answers are being solved by foreign countries. Car companies 
around the world have found ways to make cars more efficient and 
utilize alternative forms of energy. The US meanwhile, is remains 
left behind. 
In Europe, companies like Volkswagen and Audi are already man-
ufacturing cars that get around 80 miles per gallon. Even Canada is 
using solar technology to successfully reach the triple-digit mileage 
range. Americans, on the other hand, are producing cars maxing out 
at just 30 mpg. 
Toyota, headquartered in Japan, will be releasing a gasoline-elec-
tric hybrid with an enlarged battery, further stretching the gasoline 
the car uses. Experimental models of the car have already demon-
strated 100 mpg results. According to MSN Money.com, in 2007, 
Toyota sold more hybrids to US customers than Cadillac or Buick 
(both American companies) sold cars worldwide. 
Hope was on the horizon for the US when, in July, Ford unveiled 
a road-ready car that gets an average 64 mpg. Business Week reported 
that the car will be available in Great Britain already at the end of 
this year, but currently Ford has no plans to ever release a car this 
efficient in America, mostly because they would be unable to make 
the profits here that they can in Europe. 
The Chevrolet Volt appears to be the . only option for American 
automotive efficiency left. Using a new propulsion system and a 
lithium-ion battery, the Volt can travel up to 40 miles without us-
ing a single drop of gas. The Volt is also designed to use a common 
household plug. The only problem is that it's not scheduled to be 
released for another two years. I don't understand why we have to 
wait so long to be efficient. 
Probably the greatest hope for world-wide fuel efficiency is the 
"Air Car." The car that many are calling the true future of automo-
biles was designed by a former Formula-1 engineer and is produced 
this year by Indian company Tata Motors. This fuel-efficient, zero-
emissions car can reach speeds of more than 90 mph and have a 
range of more than 800 miles thanks to a dual energy engine (com-
pressed air and a small amount of gasoline). It has been claimed to 
easily get over 100 mpg and would be able to travel from Los Ange-
les to New York on just one tank of gas. In addition, it would only 
take about $3 to fill up with air each time. How come the average 
American does not even know this technology exists? 
It appears that the only technology America is even attempting to 
embrace is ethanol, more commonly seen as E-85. I know there are 
a lot of down-sides to ethanol, but with gas hitting over $4 a 
gallon this past summer, I frankly don't care. 
America used to be the automobile 
manufacturing capital of the 
world. Now, we have lost our in- 
novative will and have exported 
huge amounts of money to foreign 	' Ixo 91 Alf 
governments and companies. To-
day, our dependency on foreign 
countries is increasing, and it ap-
pears that everything we need is 
being imported. 
We have no one to blame but 
ourselves. It is time to bring well-
paying jobs to Americans. I know 
we can build better cars than 
any foreign company can. Our 
country is known for accom-' 
plishing just about anything 
we work toward. It's time 
to bring that attitude back. 
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Lance and his girlfriend Emily Arnfelt smile in Australia: the Land Down Under. 
A Worthwhile Challenge 
The USA national holiday of ThankSgiving gives all res-
idents here the challenge of reflecting on reasons for grati 
tude. 
The special opportunity and challenge benefit us because 
human nature, contemporary culture and current events often 
accentuate the negative. I myself often thihk that the public 
media concentrate more on bad news than simply news. 
In the movie The Bucket List, two aging curmudgeons chal-
lenge each other to do what they've had on their wish list but 
never did. It's a great idea—pursue your dreams. Look for-
ward. But, at times, it is also good to look around 'and look 
back to see the good things past and present. 
May Thanksgiving Day provide a special time to reflect on 
the good, the positive, the beautiful, the friendly and the won-
ders in life. 
My wife and I have the habit of ending each day with a con-
versation on the question, "What was the happiest thing for 
you today?" Amazingly there is always something for which 
to be grateful. For me, as a Christian, remembering happy or 
good things also elevates my mind to reflection on the grace 
of God. Celebrating Thanksgiving may be a USA national 
holiday but it can also be a special time to thank and praise 
God. 
President Bob Hoist 
Photo provided by Lance Meyer 





on God's Grace 
By Lance Meyer, staff columnist 
In this semester's first two issues, I began 
discussing the opportunities that can be 
gained through a study abroad experience. 
It can be a gruelling and time-consuming 
process, but there is also so much to gain 
from spending a semester or year in a 
different country, a unique culture, and a 
new education system. 
It's cliché to say studying abroad is 
something that will look good on your 
resume, but in all reality, it is. As I near 
graduation and begin the application process 
for law school, I am excited to be able to say 
I spent a semester in Australia. 
Any advice I have ever received about 
applying for school has included the 
importance of setting oneself apart 
from other applicants by excelling in 
the classroom, getting involved in the 
community, and showing you've been 
.challenged and succeeded in the past. While 
I've been tackling the first two over the last 
three years, I believe the last four months 
here in Australia will show that I've been 
challenged. 
When I first arrived in Australia, I was 
expecting school to be the same as back 
home. I was expecting small classes, similar 
grading criteria, and comparable assignments 
to Concordia. I quickly realized, however, 
that I would need to adjust and get use to an 
entirely different educational style if I was 
going receive the same marks I was used to. 
One thing that was different from the start 
was the amount of assessments that were 
required for each of my classes. At home in 
most of my classes I had weekly assignments 
that factored into my final grade, but here 
at the University of Newcastle only two to 
four assignments determine final course 
marks. Thus, I've had to get used to the fact 
that every assignment can make or break my 
final grade. 
Another major challenge has been trying 
to concentrate on school work in the midst  
of everything else going on around me. 
Living on campus here in Australia has 
been crazy. Every week is jam-packed with 
events and activities to get involved in. Of 
course, being in Australia, I've wanted to do 
some travelling as well which has competed 
for my time alongside school and building 
relationships. 
Grad schools look for people who show 
that they can balance a busy schedule and 
life around their course work and thus show 
that they can succeed in a post-graduate 
program. My being able to balance living in 
a whole new place, getting involved around 
campus, and travelling as much as possible 
while maintaining high academic standards 
will hopefully help in proving I'm prepared 
for law school. It should show that I will be 
able to balance my legal course work while 
taking advantage of extra-curricular activities 
as well as jobs and internships that will play 
a major role in my legal education. 
Adapting to a new education system 
over the past few months has been quite 
challenging as well. For example, it has 
been difficult to ensure that my grammar 
and spelling is correct in writing my essays 
as Australian English differs quite a bit from 
the American English I've always known. 
I have also been forced to approach several 
assignments, especially in my journalism 
course, without the applied knowledge of 
Australian history and culture my fellow 
classmates naturally hold. Taking weekly 
current events quizzes and writing a 3,000 
word research paper on Australia's role 
in the Asian region are just a couple of 
examples of the challenges I've faced. 
With that said, despite the obstacles 
one will inevitably face, studying abroad 
is a worthwhile challenge everyone should 
consider. I feel my experience has elevated 
my education and better prepared me for my 
pursuit of a post-graduate legal degree, and I 
don't see why the same won't work for you. 
Consider the opportunity, and if nothing 
else, "it will look good on your resume." 
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Iraq: Helping or Complicating? 
Editorial By Helena Woodruff 
On March 20, 2003, a war started 
that I could never imagine lasting this 
long. 
"American and coalition forces are 
in the early stages of military opera-
tions to disarm Iraq, to free its people 
and to defend the world from grave 
danger," said President George W. 
Bush the day that the war in Iraq be- 
gan.- 
So when we began this war we had 
motives. What happened to them? 
Now, almost six years later, we 
are still in Iraq. We have not disarmed 
Iraq, we have not saved their people, 
and we have not defended the world 
from this so called "grave danger," es-
pecially since we found no weapons 
of mass destruction. 
What we have done is tarnished 
their views of America, gave them 
more of a reason to hate us, and made 
their people turn on each other. 
We have blamed Iraq for terrorism, 
and linked them to the Sept. 11 attacks 
and Bin Laden. But if we thought this 
was true, than why wouldn't we try to 
at least first get rid of Bin Laden corn- 
pletely before entering war with Iraq? 
Why wouldn't we go to Afghanistan 
to find him? Why wouldn't we try to 
get rid of the source of the terrorism 
problem before ruining Iraq's coun-
try? 
A lot of these questions cannot be 
answered, but I know that we were 
wrong in many ways with our ac-
tions. We have killed somewhere be-
tween 88,000 and 96,000 innocent ci-
vilians, not to mention an estimated 
30,000 of our own soldiers have also 
been killed. 
We have not by any means done 
what we went there to do. We went 
there to make peace and disarm 
them. We might have disarmed their 
army, but not their country. We have 
killed so many people that did noth-
ing wrong and we have created even 
more problems for our government. 
President Bush stands by his deci-
sion and thinks that what we are do-
ing in Iraq is still going to accomplish 
what we started. 
This is a subject that hits close 
to home with many people; such as 
wives that have lost their husbands, 
mothers that have lost their chil-
dren and others who have lost their  
friends. I have watched my best friend 
Marc pack up and head back overseas 
five times now, and every time I look 
at him and imagine what would hap-
pen if this is the time that he doesn't 
return like the others who have lost 
their lives. That would devastate me, 
and not to mention it would devastate 
his family and everyone else in our 
small little town of Harris, Minn. 
Even today George W. Bush thinks 
that we have done a good job with 
helping in the country of Iraq. He 
thinks that as time continues on we 
will continue to be stationed there, 
and we will continue to be an aid in 
assisting their country. 
Pres. Bush said, "Iraqis are stepping 
forward to assume more responsibil-
ity for the welfare of their people and 
the fate of their country. In all these 
fronts, America will continue to play 
an increasingly supporting role." 
He obviously thinks that we are 
going to do some good in the future. 
He also thinks we'll stay in Iraq and 
play a role in their country. 
American and Iraqi casualties 
should be our main reason for get-
ting out. I think that by staying there 
we are only causing more' problems:  
more enemies overseas; continued 
loss of lives; and less interest in our 
military. 
But then again, we should let them 
solve their own issues without our 
help; or we should have handled our 
serving them in a more controlled and 
respectful manner. Maybe we should 
have not assumed that they were the 
source of the problem, and after not 
finding the weapons, we should have 
realized that they were not the foun-
dation of the problem. 
If we would have handled this dif-
ferently than we did, made smarter 
and more informed decisions, based 
on correct and intelligent information, 
maybe we wouldn't have so many lost 
soldiers, and maybe we would have a 
little more peace on earth. 
Shouldn't Everyone Have the Right to Live? 
National Heathcare Plans Would Provide Benefits for All Americans 
Editorial by Matt Norgren 
In America at this exact second there are over for-
ty million people without healthcare. Most of you 
may think you're safe by having health care, but you 
could be wrong as well. There are thousands stories 
of people who were fully covered and were denied a 
life-saving operation. 
The underlying problem here 
is greed within the health in-
dustries. Large medical corpo-
rations are trying to maximize 
profit margins for themselves 
and they're workers. By doing 
this, many people are affected in 
a negative way. There is a squad 
at each major healthcare provid- 
er that works solely on denying claims. They work 
hard to look into your past to find anything wrong 
so that they can take away your health insurance. 
Saves them money, costs you more than you would 
expect. 
These squad leaders have a monthly quota. By 
company policy, they have a minimum amount of 
claims to deny a month. In most instances they of-
fer incentives like raises for a higher percentage of 
denied claims. 
Why is healthcare so expensive? It's due to inde-
pendent companies running against each other for 
patients, all while maximizing profits. The actual 
cost of an MRI is around $300 for the film and the 
development. Did you know that on average your 
healthcare provider pays over $1500 for that same 
MRI? 
The solution: universal healthcare. Don't judge 
this idea by its name but hear it 
out for its entirety. 
No matter the class bracket, 
the average American household 
pays around $13,000 for health 
insurance. Some of those people 
are paying half their income to 
make sure they can survive a 
week. This is absolutely ridicu- 
lous. 
People get concerned when they hear universal 
healthcare and think it's a government takeover but 
it's really plain and simple. Every year you would pay 
your normal taxes. On top of those taxes an amount 
would be added around $1,500. This would ensure 
that at any time if you need to see a doctor you can. 
There would be no more health care giants. 
Without so much competition, prices will remain 
low. Everyone is guaranteed the same treatment. No 
more co-pays. No more figuring out if you can see  
a doctor or whether the pain will go away. You are 
guaranteed health care. Most people under our cur-
rent system get denied for pre-existing conditions, 
and here is the beauty of universal healthcare. It 
doesn't matter. If you're sick, you will get better or 
the hospital will use all the modern science to figure 
out the problem and try to fix it. 
Say you get in a car accident and are hospitalized 
for a month. You run up a bill of $700,000, your 
insurance won't be dropped and your $1,500 at the 
end of the year won't increase. True, there will be 
some losses in switching to this process. Certain jobs 
may be lost, but in the long run, it will strengthen 
our economy. . 
The idea behind this program is better healthcare 
for a smaller amount of money, keeping our country 
strong so that everyone is guaranteed life. 





"No matter the class 
bracket, the average 
American household 
pays around $13,000 
for health insurance." 
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CSP Theatre to Perform Amadeus 
By Josh Hinck 
Amadeus, a play by Peter Schaffer, 
will soon grace the E.M. Pearson 
stage later this month, which is part 
of the 2008-2009 theatre season. 
The play is loosely based on the 
lives of Antonio Salieri and Wolf-
gang Amadeus Mozart, two com-
posers of the eighteenth century, and 
their supposed rivalry. It explores 
some of the basest of human vices, 
such as envy, obsession and pride. It 
has been made into a popular movie 
of the same name directed by Milos 
Forman. 
"It really is one of the major plays 
of the later twentieth century," said 
director Mark Rosenwinkel. "So 
many people, when I say 'I'm di-
recting Amadeus,' remember when 
it opened on Broadway, remember 
the movie, because it was a pretty big 
event." 
Rosenwinkel, alumnus of Concor-
dia, has performed professionally 
with various companies including 
the Guthrie Theatre and the Chan-
hassen Dinner Theatre. In addition 
to acting, he works as a playwright, 
director and acting coach. 
Rosenwinkel first joined the The-
atre faculty last year as an adjunct 
professor. Now officially a 'Visiting 
Professor of Theatre,' Amadeus will 
be his first Concordia show. 
"It's a modern play but it has a sort 
of classical feel to it," said Rosen-
winkel. "I'm taken with it— that Sa-
lieri, who's really the main character, 
strikes a Faustian bargain: he battles 
God. You don't find that in a mod-
em play very much." 
Throughout the production, time 
is very fluid. All of the scenes flow 
together, as if the audience is in Sa-
lieri's mind. Salieri walks through 
scenes that he is not part of, observ-
ing. Memories halt as Salieri throws 
in interjections, sometimes biting 
commentary, other times hilarious 
observations. 
While containing.moments of hu-
mor, this production has the poten-
tial to leave an audience speechless. 
Amadeus presents conflicts of a per-
son versus another, himself and even 
God. Salieri struggles with Mozart's 
boisterous and often crude behaviors, 
wondering how God could grant 
anyone so far from perfection such 
ability. A driving force that becomes 
prevalent in Amadeus is the question 
of how far Salieri will go in order to 
achieve the fame and glory that he 
lusts after. 
"One thing I think audiences may 
find striking is just how relatable Sa- 	 Photo by Rachel Kuhnle Kelsey Lee, Alex Heetland, Josh Pehl, Leah lsacson, Miracle Ehimen, 	and Danielle Schlobohm 
lieri is," Tim Sailer, playing Salieri, re- Andrew Longabaugh and Tim Sailer rehearse the final scenes of "Amadeus." 
fleets. "I think we all have a lot more 
in common with him than we'd like to 
admit." 
While more of a conceptual show, au-
diences will still be enthralled with the 
spectacular elements of the production. 
Set in the late 1700s and early 1800s, the 
play is adorned with stunning period 
costumes, an involved set, and beautiful 
passages of Mozart's music. 
With a nod to costumer Prof. Kay 
Robinson, set designer Dr. James Sea-
mann, and technician/sound designer 
Zachary Humes, as well as the dedi-
cated cast including Tim Sailer as Sa-
lieri, Brennan Blomgren as Mozart, and 
Christine Mennicke as Mozart's wife, 
Constanze, Amadeus has all the poten-
tial to be a uniquely powerful theatrical 
experience. 
Amadeus, a play written by Peter Shaf-
fer, will open Thursday Nov. 20 and run 
through Sunday November 23 in the 
E.M. Pearson Theatre, performances be-
ginning at 7:30 p.m. Thursday through 
Saturday, and 2:00 p.m. on Sunday. The 
box office opens half an hour prior to 
performances and tickets for Concordia 
students and staff are $5.00 with their 
university ID. 
"Bajuyo" by Leticia Bajuyo 
tiorolionrto. 






trombonist; may be final 
concert for Vox 9 
By Rachel Kuhnle 
Concordia's vocal jazz ensemble, 
Vox 9, and the instrumental jazz en-
' semble will perform a joint concert 
Friday, Nov. 14 at 7:30 p.m. in the 
Buetow auditorium. 
Vox 9, lead by adjunct director Bill 
E. White, will perform arrangements 
of "What a Wonderful World" and 
"Route 66" among other things. So-
loists include Andrew Laabs, Colby 
Reinking and Maria Steinhagen. 
Vox 9 is Concordia's first ever vocal 
jazz ensemble, originated by White 
during the spring semester of 2007 
with singers Cochrane and Reinking 
among the original voices. The No-
vember concert, however, is the only 
Vox 9 concert scheduled for the entire 
2008-09 academic year. 
"Since this is currently our only 
chance to perform together, it would 
be great to make the most of it," said 
Vox 9 singer Linnea Brashears. "It 
would be amazing if a bunch people 
came and showed us their support" 
The instrumental jazz ensemble, 
lead by adjunct director and trombon-
ist Scott Agster, will feature the fol-
lowing soloists: Josh Hinck on trum-
pet, Bryan Weyers on saxophone, 
Spencer Miller on guitar and special 
guest trombonist Dave Graf. 
Graf, according to the Artists' 
Quarter (a popular Twin Cities jazz 
club) is "one of the most versatile and 
talented trombonists in the Twin Cit-
ies." Graf has performed with jazz fat 
cats Dizzy Gillespie, Slide Hampton, 
Jack McDuff, the Toshiko Akiyoshi/ 
Lew Tabackin Big Band and has 
recently released a CD, "Just Like 
That." Graf also performs with Ag-
ster in the local Latin jazz ensemble 
Salsa del Soul. 
"He's an outstanding jazz musician. 
Playing with him in our practices en-
courages me to play better," said jazz 
student Josh Hinck.  
The instrumental ensemble will 
perform in different styles including 
Latin, smooth jazz, and New Orleans 
street. Instrumental jazz will also per-
form spirituals in chapel Nov. 25 at 
11:00 a.m. 
Y 
Art Gallery: "Divertissement" 
Opens in Late Nov. 
By Danielle Bredy 
cia Bajuyo, Associate Professor of Art at Hanover College 
in Hanover, Ind., in the Concordia Gallery. The opening 
reception is on Thursday, Nov. 20 from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. 
happiness. Is happiness a state of mind or the fulfillment of 
use of the word to describe 17th century spectacles within 
desire? Is it a commodity that can be purchased? 
larger theatrical works that were intended for diversion," 
diversion and advertisement as well as plays off the original 
said Bajuyo. 
"The title of the show, Divertissement, for me links ideas of 
Concordia University, St. Paul will host the work of Leti- 
Entitled Divertissement, the exhibit considers the idea of 
juyo's clever use of 
als such as soap and 
works are designed to 
artificial grass, my 
encourage a dialogue 
proaches to 'happi 
about individual ap-
ness." 
Forces of Nature, 
demonstrates 	Ba- 
"Through materi- 




November 12, 1927: Leon Trotsky expelled from Soviet Communist 
Party, Joseph Stalin becomes undisputed ruler. 
After the death of the first leader of the Soviet Union, Vladimir 
Lenin, the already unstable Communist Party was without a leader. 
Leon Trotsky and Joseph Stalin were the two leading candidates for 
the job, but both had markedly different views concerning the future 
of the Soviet Union. Trotsky believed perpetual international revolu-
tion was necessary to achieve true socialism while Stalin believed he 
could build socialism in one country, without the need for interna-
tional revolution; both, of course, claimed to be true Marxists and Le-
ninists. Stalin eventually consolidated enough power to have Trotsky 
expelled from the party and exiled, twice. In the in 1930s Stalin's rule 
was cemented with the Great Purges 
(which is a whole mess of exiles and executions). 
In 1940, after moving to Mexico, Trotsky was assassinated by a 
Soviet agent with an ice axe. 
ARTS AND VAR   IE 
This Week in History... 
A Quick Look at Riots, Revolutions, and Executions Throughout History. 
Compiled by Geoff Gronewold, History Club President 
PVC tubing "Wisdom" by Leticia Bajuyo 
and paint into 
a 	sculpture 
called, "Tornadoes and Hula Hoops" and steel, PVC 
tubing, paint, and artificial grass to make "Hurri-
canes and Slinkys." 
For a sneak peek at her work and to have a taste 
of what be excited for, please check out Leticia Ba-
juyo's website at http://www.leticiabajuyo.com . 
The gallery is open from 
November 20 through 
December 18. 
-4{ 
How out-of-hand has crime gotten on the Concordia University cam-
pus? We don't know! Just this week, unknown vandals made away with 
the new 2008 campus crime statistics. At this time, no one has come 
forward, and no arrests have been made. 
"Well if 
this isn't the 
definition 
of irony, I 
don't know 














Photo by Andy Wyss the . 	 Luther 
statue (soon to be replaced with the Koglin statue). Inside the vehi-
cle were a number of important documents including the latest campus 
crime statistics. Assuming the vehicle was safely under Luther's watch, 
all officers left the vehicle unattended. 
Sometime between 2:30 a.m. and 4:00 a.m., unknown vandals broke 
into the vehicle and stole the new 2008 crime statistics. Strangely 
enough, the vandals took only the crime statistics, overlooking the car 
radio, GP5 navigation system, 14" subwoofers, dual flip-down TVs, a fold-
er containing every student's social security number, 2 guns, and Mark 
Heiser's iPod. 
"Call me crazy, but the crime stats would've been the last thing I'd 
steal," commented Heiser. 
When St. Paul police arrived to inspect the situation, they discov-
ered the vehicle was immaculately clean for having just been vandalized. 
After further investigation, and state-of-the-art forensic evidence, it 
appears that the vehicle was cleaned after being broken into. 
"Apparently, the vandals broke into the car, took the crime statis-
tics, hotwired the ignition, drove the car over to the Holiday station, 
and took it through the car wash," said Lieutenant Jenkins of the St. 
Paul Police Force. "It's by far one of the strangest cases I've seen." 
On a side note, the entire investigation was filmed and will be fea-
tured on CSI: Minnetonka. 
At this time, the motives for the attack are still unclear. Accord-
ing to Mulso, nearly half of St. Paul has been questioned, but the true 
vandal has yet to come forward. In a campus-wide poll, 60% of Concordia 
faculty think a neighboring school may be behind the break-in, while the 
remaining 40% are blaming students on campus such as Emily Stanzyk. A 
small fraction of faculty were confused and voted for Barack Obama. 
Following a complete rewrite, the statistics will be available again next 
month. "This time we'll be proactive and keep the statistics in the office 
where they belong," said Mulso, "because if I have to do this a third 
time, I'm just going to start fining everyone to cheer me up." 
It should be noted that the re-written crime stats will include the 
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And now...iust for fun... 
Latest crime statistics stolen from new 
Campus Security vehicle 
By Andy Wyss 
Thumbs Up/Thumbs Down 
Changes around campus 
Danielle Bredy 
The Student Union—The Art De-
pat talent will better utilize the space 
of the Student Union. The space is 
fitting, will look great and things al-
ready stationed in the Student Union 
don't seem to be moving too far out 
of reach. Thumbs up. 
Furniture in Tier Zero— I don't often 
go into Tier Zero to study, the new 
furniture (taken from the Student 
Union) doesn't seem to fit with the 
room. But I've heard they're better 
than the couches that had however 
many people slept and drooled on, 
I think they're awkward for a study 
space. Thumbs down. 
RLC mailboxes—Sdrawkcab? Yes, 
backwards is exactly what the new 
mailboxes are in the RLC are (like 
this sentence.) And they're a few 
notches off, or something. What the 
heck!? I've been told a dozen times 
how to do the combination, but I go 
crazy every time I try to get my mail. 
Thumbs down. 
RLC Exercise room— It's a nice 
space and you don't need to take the 
training beforehand to use it (which 
is wonderful for those who never can 
seem to get a hold of the time for it.) 
Nothing against the Bear Den--I use 
that often and probably still will but 
it's nice to know there are other op-
tions available on campus. Thumbs 
up. 
New laptops—This being my first 
year at Concordia University, I have 
nothing to compare our laptops to. 
What I do know is that the comput-
ers we have access to are great and 
friends of mine always marvel at it. 
They're normally fast, have plenty 
of storage space (adequate for any-
thing I do, at least) and the integrated 
camera for a webcam is a beautiful 
thing. No messing with wires for me! 
Thumbs up. 
Helena Woodruff 
The Student Union—No student had 
a say in what they were going to do 
with the Union, and I think that the 
students should have gotten to chose! 
This is only good for the students in 
the art program, everyone else gets to 
suffer. No more Union? Stupid if you 
ask me. Thumbs down. 
Furniture in Tier Zero—We have 
new furniture in Tier Zero! Well, 
it's not new, it's from the Student 
Union... But this is great! The old 
stuff was raggedy and a little stinky if 
you ask anyone who used to sleep on 
it. It is now a great smell-free place to 
study, eat, get together or even take a 
snooze. Thumbs up. 
RLC mailboxes—Everyone claims 
the new mailboxes in the RLC are 
broken, but guys, they're not! They 
are just backwards, and personally I 
like it that way. They are harder to 
break into that way, and there is noth-
ing wrong with something chang-
ing once in a while. Plus, I wouldn't 
want to go all the way to the Union 
to check my mail now that I live in 
the RLC. Thumbs up. 
RLC exercise room—The exercise 
room in the RLC barely compares to 
the Bear Den. There is next to noth-
ing in the RLC's room, just tread-
mills and bikes, and ONE weight 
machine! There needs to be more 
in there for the hard core people to 
work out without having to go to the 
GC. The Bear Den is so much better. 
Thumbs down. 
New laptops—The new laptops are 
nice compared to last years. They are 
more efficient, brand new, and they 
have webcams! Everyone seems to 
think that webcams are great—es-
pecially when you are sitting in class 
and you look next to you and see 
someone making faces at their com-
puter. Thumbs up. 
■•■ 	 ■•■ 
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